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U.S. Envoy OutlmmgPollcy for Panama |
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The Ambessador, Arthur H. Davis,
mmnylchodulodtohavede-
livered the message last Friday, but
asked for a postpenement until Mon-

mmmamm

1 Thursdny. !

In the last two days opposition lead-
ers have called for the resignation of
_ the army high command and a Govern-
' ment investigation of the activities of

| General Noriega, who is seen as the
| true holder of political power here.
An Appeal to the Military

The opposition Christian Democratic
Party went a step further Saturday
night, choosing the politically risky

{ course of calling on “‘responsible offi-
_cers and troops’’ to seek new military
" leaders.

The increasingly open confrontation
with the de facto military Government
forms part of a prolonged political
struggle in Panama, where the mili-
tary has imposed or deposed five presi-
dents in recent years and is suspected
of having killed a leading opposition
figure, Dr. Hugo Spadafora, last Sep-
tember.

‘“We are in a period of remilitariza-

" army is widely bel

tion of our soci

,”* Ricardo Arias

power

permitted a limited return to civilian
rulein the last few lirenrl However, the

eved to have stolen
the last election in 1884, imposing its
candidate, Nicolds Ardito Barletta,
who was then summarily dismissed
when he backed an inquiry into the kill-

ing of Dr. S Dr. Spadafora’s
decapitated m;'wu found stuffed ina
United States mailbag in Costa Rica
just across the border with Panamana.

In the months since then the army
and its political allies have continued to
control the Government and have an-
grily denied the charges made by
American officials against General
Noriega in the last few days.

The general himself has character.
ized the accusations as part of a cam-
paign to keep Panama from taking con-
trol of the Panama Canal in the year
2000. There are rumors that he is or-
ganizing a demonstration in support of
the Government later this week.

The made in Wuhlng:‘n
have major questions about
United States cy toward Panama

because they appear to have been pur-
posely disclosed by several American
officials who conceded they had known
of General Noriega’s reported criminal
activities for years but tolerated them
because he was useful to the United

States.

Attempt at Ouster Seen

The accusations have led to specula-
tion here that the Reagan Administra-'
tion is now seeking General Noriega's
ouster because he is no longer so useful .
totho Unltad Statu

%anomm.

Even General Noriega's chief critics
remain cynical about Amer-
Panama.

hej Janti-Government in
March, they said, the, Unlted tates
held jolnt tary maneuvers with the
P Army.

u.Ss. q Won't Comment

“The United States chief interest
here is the security of the Panama
Canal,” Mr. Arias said. “In all these
years they have known exactly what
Noriega was doing. But now they are
against him because they feel he is a
source of instability rather than stabil-
‘ ”
tyA spokesman for the United States ‘
Embassy refused to comment on:
American policy here.

At present the political opposition ap-
pears too divided and too weak to force
major changes. Opposition leaders say
that instead they hope a barracks coup
will lead to General Noriega's re-
moval.

So far General Noriega has treated
his critics with considerable restraint.
The opposition La Prensa newspaper
has been allowed to print regular front
page stories on the general’s alleged
! criminal activities and has repeatedly
demanded his resignation.

Pro-Government newspapers have
repued with no apparem sense of
irony, by tion politi-

cians and joumqus the main
drug dealers in Pmm, strict
laws are widely believed

}o have attracted billions of illicit dol-
ars.
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